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Dutch Girls Groomed By 'Loverboy' Pimps
Sky News ,7:19am UK, Friday August 13, 2010

Alex Rossi, Europe correspondent, Amsterdam

Thousands of young Dutch girls are being groomed on social networking sites and forced
into prostitution by pimps dubbed "Loverboys", a charity says. The youngsters are
bombarded with promises of love before being threatened with violence and bullied into a
life of sexual slavery, it is claimed. Anita De Witt has set up a charity called

Stoploverboys.NU which helps girls escape from the cycle of abuse. She says the problem

is significant in the Netherlands but is often ignored by the authorities. It's slavery. Of course
there are girls who volunteer to do the work but most of the girls are forced to be a
prostitute. "The problem is really big and it is not only young girls. My youngest victim is
nine years and my oldest 51." A number of girls have so far been rescued. Their stories are

all different but they contain a similar thread.

Samantha is now 14 but was 11 when she fell into the trap.

A girl explains how she was lured into prostitution by her 'loverboy'. The "Loverboy" who
picked her up made sure her parents were not aware of what was happening. He then forced
her to have sex with his friends and took pictures then blackmailed her into going with
paying clients. "Sometimes it was an old man. Sometimes it was a man in his 30s,"
Samantha said. "Some men, they hit me, other men say you are like a little girl and you must
say daddy to me." Samantha finally got out with the help of Ms De Witt but the emotional
scars of her trauma are easy to see. She often has flashbacks in which she relives her ordeal.

It is hard to say how many girls are affected.



Stoploverboys estimates the figure to be more than 5,000. Some of the girls are much older

than Samantha.

Kimberley was 18 when she was seduced and then coerced into working as a prostitute.
She says if she ran away her "Loverboy" had vowed to attack her family. One of the girls
helped by Anita tells how she escaped life as a prostitute. "It's slavery. Of course there are

girls who volunteer to do the work but most of the girls are forced to be a prostitute."

The police are often powerless to stop the "Loverboys" who prey on the most vulnerable and
then isolate them from their friends and families - rather like a cult. Many of the girls Ms De
Witt has helped have also been sexually abused in the past. They are easy prey for the

seduction techniques of the "Loverboys" who use the girls to fund their lifestyles.

The phenomenon of "Loverboys" and the stories of the girls who have been abused have
caused something of a moral panic in the Netherlands. The government is considering
raising the age women can work as prostitutes from 18 to 21 but Ms De Witt does not think
that is the solution. She says the problem will only be stamped out if the authorities take the

harrowing stories of the girls more seriously



